Several signalling pathways have been implicated in early liver development and mosaic analysis has revealed an essential involvement of the lateral plate mesoderm (LPM) in this process.
expressed in the LPM adjacent to the forming liver, is required for liver specification.
Although liver specification initially fails to occur in prt/ wnt2bb mutant embryos, a small number of endodermal cells start expressing liver-specific genes at later stages, suggesting that additional factors act in parallel in liver specification and compensate for its absence. 
